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First  Steel  Mill  in  Alberta  to 
Start  Producing  This  Year 

Alberta's  first  steel  mill  will  be  in  operation  by 
the  end  of  1955. 

A  $2,000,000  project,  the  mill  will  combine  the 
operations  of  a  steel  melting  plant  and  a  rolling  mill 
Scrap  steel  will  be  melted  in  an  electrical  furnace  of 
Italian  design  that  is  being  made  in  England,  while 
molten  metal  will  be  rolled  into  structural  steel  bars, 
reinforcing  rods,  and  channel  and  other  small  types, 
of  beams.  Natural  gas  will  be  used  for  fuel. 

Premier  Steel  Mills  Ltd.  will  operate  the  plant 
and  develop  markets  in  Alberta,  eastern  and  north- 
ern British  Columbia,  and  western  Saskatchewan. 
Capacity  will  be  30,000  tons  a  year  and  100  persons 
will  be  employed. 

Three  contractors  will  build  the  plant  on  a  46- 
acre  site  in  Clover  Bar,  an  eastern  suburb  of  Edmon- 
ton. Poole  Construction  Co.  Ltd.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  excavation  and  foundations,  Precast 
Concrete  Ltd.  will  erect  the  concrete  columns,  and 
C.  W.  Carry  Ltd.,  of  Edmonton,  is  the  steel  contractor. 


The  purpose  of  the  ALBERTA  NEWS- 
LETTER is  to  provide  up-to-date  information 
about  development  and  opportunities  in  Al- 
berta. 

In  this  issue — 


•  Hilton  Bros.  Ltd.  Paper  Products  Plant 
®  Survey  of  High  River 

•  First  Alberta  Steel  Mill 

•  Fort  Saskatchewan  Plants 
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Fort  Saskatchewan  Picked  by 
Acid,  Fiberglass  Plants 

The  town  of  Fort  Saskatchewan,  18  miles  east  of 
Edmonton,  has  been  selected  as  the  location  for  two 
important  industrial  plants. 


One  hundred  tons  of  sulphuric  acid  will  be  pro- 
duced daily  at  the  Inland  Chemicals  (Canada)  Ltd. 
plant  when  it  goes  into  operation  this  July.  The 
$1,000,000  acid  plant,  being  constructed  near  the 
Sherritt-Gordon  Mines  Ltd.  refinery,  will  receive  its 
sulphur  from  the  Shell  Oil  Co.  sulphur  plant  at  Jump- 
ing Pound,  near  Calgary. 

Glass  fiber  will  be  made  at  the  $750,000  Peace 
River  Glass  Co.  Ltd.  plant,  which  also  plans  to  get 
into  production  in  July  but  will  not  attain  full  produc- 
tion until  January,  1956. 

The  glass  fiber  will  be  used  in  pipline  wrap- 
ping, asphalt  shingles  roofing,  and  in  reinforc- 
ing plastics.  Raw  material  will  come  from  Newcastle, 
England  at  first,  but  later  the  company  will  manu- 
facture its  own  glass  from  its  silica  sand  quarry, 
seven  miles  from  Peace  River  Town  in  northern 
Alberta. 


The  Hilton  Bros.  Ltd.  plant  at  Calgary.  (See  story  on  Page 
Two.) 


Hilton  Bros.  Ltd. 
Paper  Products  Plant 

Attractive  and  strong  paper  boxes  from  the  Cal- 
gary plant  of  Hilton  Bros.  Ltd.  are  being  used  to 
package  many  Alberta  products. 

Hilton  Bros.  Ltd.,  which  has  been  in  the  corru- 
gated paper  products  business  at  Winnipeg,  Man- 
itoba, since  1922,  found  Alberta  a  promising  location 
for  a  branch  plant.  The  growth  of  industry  and  the 
certainty  of  continued  economic  growth  and  ex- 
pansion justified  the  establishment  of  a  modem 
paper  products  plant  large  enough  to  supply  any 
future  demand.  The  City  of  Calgary  was  selected  as 
the  site  because  of  its  advantageous  central  location, 
an  important  factor  for  an  industry  that  would  be 
serving  many  different  types  of  industry  in  many 
parts  of  the  Province. 

In  June,  1954,  the  new  Hilton  plant  went  into 
production  on  a  8.41  acre  site  in  the  Manchester  sub- 
division, Calgary's  industrial  area.  Located  on  a 
commanding  height  that  overlooks  the  city  and  pro- 
vides a  permanently  unobstructed  view  of  the  moun- 
tains to  the  west,  the  plant  presents  a  fine  appear- 
ance that  could  well  serve  as  a  model  for  new 
Alberta  industries. 

In  design  and  in  facilities,  the  paper  products 
factory  is  the  most  modern  plant  of  comparative  size 
in  North  America.  It  was  designed  particularly  for 
the  production  of  corrugated  paper  products  and 
equipped  with  the  most  modern  and  efficient  equip- 
ment and  facilities  available  so  that  demands  for 
increased  production  could  be  met  easily.  The  site 
area  also  provides  ample  space  for  future  expansion. 

In  a  floor  area  of  75,000  square  feet,  careful 
planning  and  design  has  created  a  production  line 
of  ease  and  efficiency.  Bales  of  kraft  and  jute  paper 
are  unloaded  from  railway  cars  on  trackage  in  an 
enclosed  siding  within  the  building.  Long  enough  to 
hold  seven  box  cars,  the  enclosed  trackage  permits 
the  paper  to  be  unloaded  and  stored  under  the  con- 
trolled humidity  conditions  of  the  plant. 


The  corrugator,  the  250-foot  long  automatic  machine  that 
produces  corrugated  board  at  the  Hilton  Bros.  Ltd.  plant. 


Movement  of  materials  through  the  plant  is 
simplified  by  the  extensive  use  of  forklifts  and  roller 
conveyors.  Through  the  use  of  these  mechanical 
aids,  unnecessary  motion  has  been  entirely  elimin- 
ated, making  the  plant's  production  areas  neat  and 
orderly  at  all  times.  Suction  pipes,  located  at  critical 
areas,  suck  up  all  paper  scrap  and  collect  it  at  a 
garner,  where  it  is  baled  and  returned  to  the  paper 
supplier. 

The  important  machine  in  the  plant  is  a  78-inch 
corrugator,  an  automatic  production  line  on  its  own, 
which  takes  in  rolls  of  paper  at  one  end  and  feeds  out 
corrugated  board  at  its  other  end,  250  feet  away,  at  a 
rate  of  500  linear  feet  a  minute.  Paper  is  corrugated 
in  two  "flutes,"  the  quarter-inch  wide  "A"  flute  and 
the  eight-inch  wide  "B"  flute.  The  corrugator  is  de- 
signed so  that  paper  may  be  corrugated  in  either 
flute  size  or  a  combination  double  thickness  of  both 
sizes  to  suit  customers'  specifications. 

Approximately  55  employees  work  permanently 
at  the  plant,  with  extra  workers  hired  to  help  with 
occasional  emergencies.  Except  for  two  experienced 
supervisory  employees,  all  were  hired  in  Calgary 
and  trained  for  their  duties. 

Hilton  Bros.  Ltd.'s  Calgary  division  has  sales 
respresentatives  at  Calgary  and  Edmonton  and  sup- 
plies many  Alberta  plants  with  corrugated  contain- 
ers. In  turn,  it  is  supplied  with  some  of  its  paper  by 
the  Building  Products  Ltd.  paper  mill  at  Edmonton. 
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TOWN  OF  HIGH  RIVER 

Location:  On  the  Highwood  River,  38  miles  south  of 
Calgary  on  Highway  No.  2,  and  at  mile  40  of 
the  Calgary-Macleod-Lethbridge  line  of  the 
C.P.R. 

Altitude:  3,400  feet. 

Temperature:  Average  summer,  51.7°;  average  win- 
ter, 23.7°;  average  annual,  38°. 

Rainfall:  Average  rainfall,  11.42  inches;  average 
snowfall,  72.5  inches;  average  annual  precipi- 
tation, 18.67  inches. 

Geology:  The  geology  is  the  Paskapoo  formation,  a 
grouping  of  underlying  shales  and  sandstones 
of  freshwater  origin. 

Soil:  High  River  lies  in  a  shallow  black  soil  zone. 
Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown  while  non- 
arable  land  provides  good  pasture. 

History:  High  River  is  named  from  the  Highwood 
River,  which  flows  through  tree-lined  banks  that 
rise  some  height  above  the  river  surface.  In- 
dians called  the  location  "Big  Spitzie,"  after  the 
towering  appearance  of  the  trees  but  this  name 
was  translated  into  High  Wood.  Blackfeet 
camped  here  and  a  stopping-place  for  travellers 
was  established  by  French  and  Smith  in  1882.  In 
1884,  the  original  High  River  Hotel  was  built  to 
serve  as  a  church,  school,  clubroom,  and  dance 
hall  as  well  as  a  hostelry.  In  1901,  High  River 
became  a  village,  and  in  1906  a  town. 

Living  Conditions:  Many  retired  ranchers  and  farmers 
live  at  High  River.  Lying  in  a  beautiful  setting 
along  the  Highwood  River,  the  town  is  the  social 
and  business  centre  for  a  large  and  prosperous 
farming  and  ranching  area.  In  the  George  Lane 
Memorial  Park,  families  can  appreciate  fine 
picnic  facilities  and  a  children's  playground. 
The  modern  Highwood  Memorial  Centre,  a 
comprehensive  recreation  centre  and  meeting 
hall,  is  a  tribute  to  the  progressive  community 
spirit  of  High  River's  citizens. 

The  ranching  country  to  the  west  offers 
many  beautiful  drives  while  many  fish  for  trout 
and  grayling  in  the  Highwood  River.  The  town's 


population  is  mainly  of  Anglo-Saxon  back- 
ground and  many  of  the  families  are  descended 
from  pioneer  ranchers  and  farmers.  High  River 
has  developed  fine  youth  organizations  which 
provide  healthy  outlets  for  the  energy  of  its 
'teenagers. 

Population:  1,898. 

Administration:  The  town  is  governed  by  a  mayor 
elected  for  a  two-year  term,  and  six  councillors 
who  are  elected  for  three-year  terms.  The  town's 
affairs  are  administered  by  a  secretary-treasurer 
in  accordance  with  council  policy. 

Law  Enforcement:  There  is  a  detachment  of  the 
R.C.M.P.  composed  of  a  sergeant  and  four 
constables,  three  of  the  constables  serving  the 
town  under  contract.  A  police  magistrate  pre- 
sides over  court  at  High  River. 

Fire  Protection:  There  is  a  21 -man  volunteer  fire 
brigade,  a  three-ton  hose  and  ladder  truck  and 
a  hose  wagon. 

Tax  Structure:  1954  assessment  is  $382,810  for  land, 
$1,944,475  for  improvements,  and  $56,175  for 
businesses,  making  a  total  assessment  of 
$2,383,460.  1954  mill  rate  is  50  mills,  made  up  of 
18.5  mills  municipal,  28.6  schools,  2.9  hospital. 
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Roads:  There  is  a  total  of  22.5  miles  of  roads,  10.3 
gravelled.  There  are  five  miles  of  sidewalk,  three 
miles  of  concrete. 

Area:  Total  area  of  High  River  is  680  acres.  Parks 
and  playground  occupy  17  acres  and  streets  and 
highways  415  acres. 

Sewer  and  Water  Mains:  There  are  six  miles  of 
sewer  and  seven  miles  of  water  main. 

Power:  Three-phase,  60-cycle  power  is  supplied  by 
Calgary  Power  Limited.  Domestic  rates  are  $2.60 
gross  minimum  with  1 V2  cents  per  kilowatt  hour 
for  all  over  20  kilowatt  hours  used  each  month. 

Water:  Water  is  obtained  from  a  21 -foot  deep  well 
that  is  fed  by  an  underground  stream.  Water 
rates  are  charged  on  a  fixture  basis,  averaging 
about  $31  a  year  for  a  five-room  house. 

Natural  Gas:  Natural  gas  is  supplied  by  Canadian 
Western  Natural  Gas  Company.  Rates  are  $1.50 
a  month  to  all  customers  for  the  first  two  mcf. 
with  26  cents  per  mcf.  per  month  for  all  ad- 
ditional. Minimum  monthly  charge  is  $1.50. 

Natural  Resources:  Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  straw, 
livestock,  coal,  natural  gas,  dairy  and  poultry 
products,  sand,  gravel  and  water. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Services:  There  is  a  53-bed 
hospital.  The  Foothills  Health  Unit,  headed  by  a 
medical  health  officer  and  including  three  public 
health  nurses,  is  based  at  High  River.  There  are 
four  physicians  and  surgeons,  two  dentists,  a 
chiropractor,  an  optometrist,  two  drug  stores,  and 
a  funeral  director. 

Transportation:  Two  trains  pass  through  High  River 
daily,  north  to  Calgary  and  south  to  Leth- 
bridge.  Greyhound  Bus  Lines  operates  nine 
buses  between  High  River  and  the  cities  of 
Lethbridge  and  Calgary.  There  are  four  taxi- 
cabs  divided  between  two  taxi  firms,  and  a  local 
trucking  firm  operating  four  trucks  daily  be- 
tween the  town  and  Calgary. 

Newspapers  and  Communications:  The  High  River 
Times,  considered  the  consistently  best  of  the 
Alberta  weekly  newspapers,  is  published  locally 
and  The  Calgary  Herald  and  The  Albertan  are 


distributed  fiom  Calgary.  There  also  are  three 
amateur  radio  stations,  a  Canadian  Pacific 
Telegraphs  office,  an  Alberta  Government  Tele- 
phones exchange,  a  post  office,  and  the  Leth- 
bridge and  Calgary  radio  stations,  which  can  be 
received. 

Education:  The  two  town  schools  constitute  the  High 
River  School  District.  In  the  public  school,  ten 
teachers  instruct  approximately  350  students 
while  six  high  school  teachers  teach  a  student 
body  of  135. 

Theatres  and  Halls:  The  Highwood  Memorial  Centre 
has  accommodation  for  1,200  in  the  main  assem- 
bly hall  and  200  in  the  basement.  The  Wales 
Theatre  holds  400  and  the  old  town  hall  350.  Two 
hundred  can  be  accommodated  in  the  I.O.O.F. 
Hall.  There  are  also  two  smaller  halls,  the 
Scout  Hall  and  the  Credit  Union  Hall. 

Cultural  Activities:  There  is  a  public  library  with  a 
collection  of  4,500  volumes.  Other  activities  are 
a  Dale  Carnegie  Club,  a  handicraft  guild,  sketch- 
ing and  book  clubs,  a  26-piece  brass  band  and 
40-member  choral  group  known  as  the  Music 
Makers. 

Industrial  Development:  High  River  is  an  historic 
Alberta  town  that  offers  gracious  living.  Al- 
though close  to  Calgary,  it  has  developed  an 
active  social  and  cultural  life  of  its  own.  Small 
secondary  industries  would  find  High  River  pro- 
viding an  agreeable  location  for  their  operations 
and  the  town  is  close  to  large  gas  fields.  The 
town  could  serve  as  an  excellent  distributing 
centre  for  southern  markets. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON 
HIGH  RIVER,  WRITE: 

Town  Clerk, 
Town  of  High  River,  Alberta 

or 

Director  of  Industrial  Development, 
Legislative  Buildings, 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
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